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WEEK AT THE PARK

TRUST MATTERS

We’ve made great strides
but there’s still more to do
O

ver the course of 2014, we’ve
seen a huge number of positives
at Fratton Park.
If you think about what has been
achieved over the past year with the
training ground, the improvements
to Fratton Park and the matchday
experience and the budget that we are
able to give our manager to work with,
there is a lot to be pleased with.
We have a training base back in the
city and we’ve cleared the debts, which
is quite an achievement considering
the club was inherited with £9m-worth
of debt attached.
Things can be great behind the
scenes but what most people look at is
the performances on the pitch.
And it’s fair to say those
performances this season haven’t been
as good as we had hoped. That is a
frustration for us all.
We support our manager and
the coaching staff as much as
possible to make sure they get those
performances on the pitch right.
But most people look at our squad
and feel we should be doing better.
We’ve seen it on a few occasions
and in spells in games where we have
destroyed teams.
Then you wonder how you can
go from that to another team
embarrassing us. It’s about finding that
consistency, as the manager has stated.
Those are issues for the manager
and the coaching staff to address and
we will continue to do everything we
can to support them.
But we have to run the club in a
sustainable manner.
So while there are some people who
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probably still think we should go and
spend £1m on a striker in January, we
will not endanger the long-term future
of the club on a short-term gamble.
Looking ahead to 2015, the Trust
has to find new direction and that is
something we have been working on.
We’ve effectively achieved far more
than many other trusts around the
country so now we have to think “what
do we do next?”
Over time, fund-raising is something
that will be key, whether it’s a new
share issue, certain projects or work
for local charities.
But one of the key priorities for us
is that we would love to increase our
membership.
We have around 3,700 at the
moment, which is high for trusts
around the country. But even as
48-per-cent owners, you would hope to
have more.
The share offer may re-open at some
point but we think that will be for
specific projects in the future.
We’ve seen what happened with the
fantastic effort to raise money for the
Academy pitches.
But we don’t want to be there
constantly going cap in hand to the
fans and waving a bucket in their faces.
We’ve made a lot of progress this
year and there is more to do.
Finally, I’d like to wish our members
a merry Christmas and a happy new
year.
Here’s to more progress in 2015.
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Above: Pompey pensioners were shown some community spirit with a
traditional Christmas dinner in the Victory Suite earlier this month

by JEFF MARSHMAN
MONDAY

PAUL ROBINSON reveals he
is in talks over a possible
permanent switch to
Pompey.
The Millwall defender’s
current loan spell ends on
January 5 but Blues boss
Andy Awford is keen to
extend his stay.
Awford backs Ben Chorley
to battle back from his costly
Accrington error.
Chorley’s mistake played
a key part in Pompey falling
to a 3-2 defeat to Stanley
on Saturday – a first loss at
Fratton Park in League Two
since August.

TUESDAY

An experienced Pompey
Reserves side stroll to an
impressive 4-1 victory at
Leyton Orient.
Nigel Atangana, Johnny
Ertl, Andy Barcham and
Danny East share the
goals in the Final Third
Development League clash.
The Blues’ Academy exit
the FA Youth Cup at the
third-round stage with a
narrow 1-0 defeat to Bolton
Wanderers at Fratton Park.

WEDNESDAY

Pompey Supporters’ Trust (PST) have come a long way since securing a £1.45m
Portsmouth City Council loan in August 2012 – and can look back fondly on 2014

Christmas and community spirit on show at Fratton
I

Robbo in talks
over move to
Blues as East
nears return

t’s coming up to Christmas
and we have certainly
been feeling festive at
Fratton Park this month.
The club showed off
the community spirit the
Pompey Supporters’ Trust
(PST) and this time of year
represents, by treating
pensioners to a traditional
Christmas dinner in the
Victory Suite.
Pompey and PST
directors Mark Trapani
and Mick Williams were
on hand along with club
ambassador Alan Knight,
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Pompey in the Community’s
Clare Martin and PST
board members Tom
Dearie and Pam Wilkins,
to serve turkey with all the
trimmings to more than
150 people.
PST treasurer Steve
Tovey and member Ann
Williams organised
the event which was
greatly received by all in

attendance – including
many former Blues players.
Our evening with Alan
McLoughlin also raised a lot
of money through a raffle
– which we used to put
together food boxes for The
News Xmas appeal.
The fundraising efforts
this year – the Ride2Bury,
Tifosy fanfunding scheme
and fans’ day included, have
all been simply incredible.
And we will be back in
the new year to continue
building on all of the good
work achieved in 2014.

Former Fratton favourite
Martin Kuhl believes Gary
Waddock is the perfect fit
for the Pompey assistant
manager’s role.
Kuhl was assistant to boss
Waddock at Aldershot and
then Wycombe, a period
which saw them total
two promotions and two
relegations.

THURSDAY

Danny East is set a
90-minute target before
making his long-awaited
first-team return following a
pre-season pelvic injury.
The versatile performer
scored a goal and created
another in a 25-minute
reserves cameo at Leyton
Orient on Tuesday.

FRIDAY

Pompey boss Andy Awford
believes the Blues will be
the fear factor for the rest
of League Two when they
finally click into top gear.
Marcus Bean is targeting a
Fratton Park stay beyond his
initial loan.

